
 When the Cortland      
Improvement Association 
started planning for the 
townõs 125th Celebration 
for Cortland Fest in June 
2008, Freida Rose        
suggested that signs be 
made showing photos and 
information of buildings/
businesses that were razed 
years ago or those still 
standing but closed down.  
The idea was to let visitors 
know that these buildings 
were an important part of 
Cortlandõs past.  The signs 
would be displayed at the 
actual location where the 
buildings sat. A map 
would be made up     
showing where the signs 
were located. 
 

Ron Price started      
gathering materials for 
the signs which included 
recycled seed signs and 
fence posts.  Some signs 
displaying farming and 
miscellaneous would be 
placed in five gallon 
buckets filled with sand 
so that they could be 
moved around.  Since 
Ron was already a good 
source of information 
about Cortlandõs history, 
he provided some great 
information and Lila 
Papke, our Village     
Museum owner, was 
contacted to ask if she 
would provide photos 
and information. 

Contõd on pg 2 

Historical Photo Display  

New Home for the CIA  

The Cortland Improvement Asso-

ciation has recently gained      
approval to meet in the old board 

room of the Community Center.  
The CIA had been  meeting at 

various locations around townñ
wherever was available, some-

times at the    restaurant, and 
most recently the fire hall.  How-

ever, a permanent place was de-
sired, and the     suggestion of 

meeting in the Community Cen-

ter was brought before the vil-

lage board and  approved.    

The CIA is thrilled to have a 
permanent meeting place as well 

as somewhere to work on pro-
jects and store various event 

items and meeting materials that 
had been piling up in peopleõs 

homes!   
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Calendar of Events:  

¶ March 29:  Potato Bake 

11am-1pm, Community 

Center 

¶ April 2: CIA meeting, 

7pm, Community Center 

¶ April  11: Easter Egg 

Hunt, Cortland Park 

¶ April 23: Business Mingle, 
5:30-7pm, The Framing 

Place, Community    

Center 

¶ May 7: CIA Meeting, 

7pm, Community Center 

¶ June 4: CIA meeting, 

7pm, Community Center 

¶ June 12-13: Garage Sales 

¶ June 26-27: Cortland 

Fest 

2009 CIA   

Officers:  

¶ President:          

Rod Rose            

440-9096 

¶ Vice President:  

Rich Douglass    

499-6143 

¶ Secretary:         

April Teet            

798-0358 

¶ Treasurer:    

Donelle Moormeier 

429-2480 

April Teet, Editor  April/May/June 2009  

 

Go Online  

To view the       

Cortland News In 

full color!  

 

Visit:  
www.cortlandne.com  
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Cortland Fest ô09 is still in the 

planning stages, but following is 

a tentative list of events.  The 

CIA is working hard to ensure   

another successful celebration 

like last year.  Although not as 

many events are planned as last 

yearõs 125th, we hope to     
continue to build on its success 

and carry on a great tradition!   
 

¶ Firemenõs Street Dance 

¶ Inflatables/Kidõs Games 

¶ Horseshoes 

¶ Fireworks 

¶ Musical Entertainment 

¶ Photo Contest 

¶ Little Tuggers 

¶ Beatrice Trolley 

¶ Bingo 

¶ Rock Wall & Humvee simu-

lation 

¶ Barrel Train 

¶ Fun Run 

¶ Parade 

¶ Tractor Show 

¶ Baseball games 

¶ Food Vendors 

¶ St. James Chicken BBQ 

¶ Car Show 

¶ History Photo Display 

 

To date, around $1450 has been 

pledged toward Cortland Fest, 

and it is not too late to made a 

donation. Contact April Teet or 

any of the CIA officers if you 

wish to do so.  

Photo Display, contõd 
 
Main Street businesses 

were immediately added to that 
original idea because they too 
were an important part of our 
beginnings.  It was decided that 
smaller signs would be placed 
along Main Street.  Ron came up 
with the idea to use recycled 2½ 
gallon oil containers filled with 
sand, insert a bent rebar angled to 
hold a wood platform which 
would then hold the information 
sheets. 

There were also several 
wonderful photos of whole sec-
tions of Main Street taken literally 
from the beginning, and they felt 
it was important to show them 
off as well.  The idea started out 
to display them in the current 
downtown buildingsõ windows.  
That snowballed into another 
idea! 

Freidaõs family, the Bone-
brights, have been a part of Cort-
landõs history since its beginning.  
Her motherõs large collection of 
family photos showed generations 
that stayed here and became a 
part of this town.  So why not 
show all the families of this town 
who were a part of our history? 

   A portion of the old 
hardware store on Main Street 
was empty so Rich Douglass, cur-
rent owner and also a member of 
the Cortland Improvement Asso-
ciation volunteered the use of his 
building as a photo gallery to dis-
play all those things apart from 
businesses.  That would include 
the shots of Main Street, people, 
weddings, school, farming, sports, 
street fairs, etc.  We started asking 
people for photos and the re-

sponse was wonderful. 
Freida and Ron put a lot 

of hours into this project gather-
ing and scanning photos, re-
searching history books and jog-
ging peopleõs memories for six 
long months but in the end it was 
all worth it.  It was a hit and some 
asked if we could leave it up for 
awhile as they had relatives com-
ing later in the summer.  It was 
decided to keep it available 
through the fall.  But guess what?   
It is still available for viewing.   

Additions have been 
made to the gallery since the 
original celebration and will con-
tinue as people give us photos 
and information.  Rich continues 
to add antique items for display.  
The around town signs and Main 
Street information are now inside 
the gallery.  We encourage you to 
come in and see what our town 
and our people were all about. 

If you have guests who 
would like to see it, or if you just 
want to see it again, please do not 
hesitate to come for a visit.  It will 
not be an imposition for someone 
to open the doors.  The contacts 
are listed on the door of the Cort-
land Hardware.  If you would like 
to set up a specific date and time, 
please e-mail 
april@ebonyandivy.com subject 
titled òPhoto Galleryó and your e-
mail will be forwarded to the con-
tacts. 

We look forward to  
seeing you! 

 
 -submitted by Freida Rose 

Cortland Fest Activities  

mailto:april@ebonyandivy.com


Upcoming Events: 
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If you have an article 

of interest, event, or            
advertisement, 

please submit to any 

CIA member.  

The cost for a    
business             

advertisement is as 

follows: 

 Full Page $20 

Half -Page $10 

Quarter Page 

$7.50 

You may also     

contact  

April Teet at       

798-0358,  

mail to Box 275, or 
email 

april@ebonyandivy. 

com 

Advertise! 

Diana's Greenhouse:  Spring is Here! 

 
Come to Diana's Garden to get flower and vegetable         

plants. Experience old-fashioned tasting tomatoes (40       

varieties), peppers that turn colors, gorgeous egg 

plants, and unusual flowers. E-mail  me 

(dhollman@diodecom.net) if you would like a list. 

Thank you! 

Diana Hollman 

4855 SW 58th Rd 

Clatonia, NE 68328 

 
Ph: 402-989-4073 

Help us help you 

stay informed!  Send 

us your email address 

or mailing address to 

receive the Cortland 

Newsletter each 

quarter. 

 

 Easter Egg Hunt  
April 11, 10:00 a.m.  

 
Cortland  

Community Park  
 

9:30 Registration: Ages 10 & Under  
Come see the Easter Bunny!  

Have a picture taken!($2 each photo)  

Fun activities: 
 lollipops, prizes and tattoos  

Lemonade and Cupcakes  
 
 

If inclement weather, the event will 
be inside  

the community building.  
 

Sponsored by the Cortland Improvement   
Association  

 

Baked Potato Dinner  
 

Date: Sunday, March 29  

Time: 11a.m.ñ1p.m.  
Place: Cortland Community Center  

 

Come and join us for a fabulous lunch fea-
turing baked potatoes with all the fixings, 

ham, meatballs, green beans, rolls, & 

homemade desserts!  

 
Adults: $6.00  

Children 12 & under: $3.00  
 

Sponsored by the  
Cortland Improvement Association  

 

mailto:dhollman@diodecom.net

