
Cortland celebrated itõs 125th 

quasqui-centennial June 26-29. 

Although showers threatened 

Friday evening, the rain held off 
and beautiful weather greeted 

visitors.   There were many 
things to see and do during the 4 

day celebration. Everything ran 
smoothly, from the dedication of 

the gazebo to the anvil firings, 
parades, rides, runs, shows, 

games, competitions, and fire-
works.  In this edition there are 

many photos of the festival, and 
also online at 

www.cortlandne.com.  The 
Voice News has photos and a 

video online of our celebration 
at: 

www.voicenewsnebraska.com.   

The Beatrice Daily Sun also has 

photos and a video at 
www.beatricedailysun.com.  

Many people put in long hours to 
make the celebration a success.  

There are so many people to 
thank and so many great things 

that took place.  I am proud to 

live in a community that takes 

pride in its history.  I learned 
many things about Cortland 

that I did not previously know, 
thanks in large part to the 

outstanding history and photo 
tour and display.   If you didnõt 

get a chance to check it out, 
the display will continue into 

the fall and open by appoint-
ment by contacting Freida 

Rose (440-7609), Richard 
Douglass (499-6143), Doni 

Douglass, or Lila Papke      

(890-0995).   

There are also cookbooks,      
t-shirts, history books and 

other items for sale.  Contact 
Donelle Moormeier (429-

2480) for cookbooks, Harlan 
Wallman (239-5119) for t-

shirts and other items, and Lila 
Papke for Cortland History 

books. 

The members of the CIA hope 

you all enjoyed the           
celebrationñHappy Birthday, 

Cortland! 

Beautiful Weather & Lots of People for 

Cortlandõs 125 Celebration 

Gazebo Dedication 

The gazebo dedication took 

place Thursday night, June 26.  
Forrest DeVries, Beth Mares, 

Norm Wallman, Susan Young, 
Richard Douglass, and Gary 

Barnard of the Gage County 
Board of Supervisors each 

spoke briefly about the project.  
A ribbon-cutting ceremony 

followed.  Many thanks to those 
who put in long hours building 

our beautiful gazebo:  John  

Allen, Bob Baker, Paul, Richard 
& Todd Douglass, Mike &   

Connie Gates, the Devon, Katie, 
& Myron Heusinkvelt, James 

Higgins, Roger Miller, Rod Rose, 

& Harlan Wallman.   

Donations are being accepted to 
cover the remaining cost, about 

$6000.  A pig roast fund raiser 
is in the works for August.  

Details will be posted on the  

website   

Plans are to move the gazebo to a 

permanent location in the park 
where it will be enjoyed for many 

years and serve as a reminder of 

our 125th celebration. 
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Calendar of Events:  

July 25ñMovie in the 

Park, 9:15 p.m.  

July 31ñBusiness 
Mingle hosted by  

Industrial Maid,     

5:30-7p.m.  

Aug. 4ñFarmers   

Market, 4 -6 4th street  

Aug. 7ñCIA meeting, 

7 p.m. , fire hall  

Aug. 8ñMovie in the 

Park, 9:15 p.m.  

Aug. 22ñMovie in the 

Park, 9:15 p.m.  

Aug. 28ñBusiness 
Mingle hosted by  

Midway Welding,  

5:30-7:00 p.m.  

Sept. 4ñCIA meet-

ing, 7 p.m., fire hall  

Sept. 8ñFarmers 
Market, 4 -6 p.m. 4th 

street  
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125th Edition  

Thanks to Darrel Stevens,       

designer of the Cortland 125th logo, 
as well as the winner of the Cortland 

125th logo competition.  His design 
was used for the cookbook, t-shirts, 

and other 125th memorabilia. 
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Help us help you 

stay informed!  Send 

us your email address 

or mailing address to 

receive the Cortland 

Newsletter each 

quarter. 

Our celebration started off with a BANG!  The anvil firing was a great 

addition to the festivalñthanks so much to Dennis Rosene and 

Roger Olson for their skillful know-how and use of the anvils.   

 
The town history and garden walk by trolley was a big hit.  Thanks to 

Kent Wilson for his time, energy, and use of his horses and trolley.   

 
Music on Main attracted a crowd for hometown vocalist Jackie 

Shewey, the Shoestrings  (Fri-Sat) and the Homestead Dulcimers. 

(Sat)  Bravo and thanks to all of you!   
 

The outdoor movies were a big hit as well with great attendance each 
night.  Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade showed Fri, and the movie 

Cars played Sat.  Thanks to Rich Douglass & family for coordinating 
the movie and to the helpers selling concessions: Susan Young,  

Carolyn Otto, Sheila Guenther, Katie Heusinkvelt, Stormie 
Mohr, Sharon Niemeyer, Harlan Wallman, Hadlee Cerny, 

Amy & Caleb Woita, and Ruby Deunk .  Thanks to Ron Packard 

for   providing the popper and to Jonathan Rosene for the popcorn.  

 
The Bike Ride to Princeton took place Fri, Sat, & Sun of the celebration.  
Many riders took advantage of the beautiful weather for some exercise.  

(Word has it that David Niemeyer was also seen on the trail taking a 
morning ride!)  Thanks so much to Cristi Higgins for coordinating the 

event and also to Tim Dorn for lending his expertise and helping hand.    

 

Several vendors were set up in the park for the flea market Fri & Sat.  
Various concession stands could also be seen boasting hot dogs,  na-

chos, root beer floats, funnel cakes, kettle corn, etc.  Thanks again to 
Cristi Higgins for organizing the flea market and vendors.     

 

Kids games took place in the park along with inflatables and a rock 
climb.  Thanks to Debbie Doolittle, Connie Gates, Leigh        

Husband, Jen Oberg, and Sharon Niemeyer for their help.  Some 
of the kids were dressed up in period clothing playing marbles, jacks, 

walking on stilts, etc.  Thanks so much to Jeanette Heusinkvelt  for 

organizing and also to her summer rec kids for participating.      
 

The museum was open each day of the festival and Norval and Lila were 
kept busy hosting visitors.  Lila provided piano music each day with the 

player piano.  The history tour and photo display were also a big hitñ
many thanks to Freida Rose for spearheading the huge project.  Many 

thanks to Norval  and Lila Papke for their work  at the museum and 
for their help to Freida, and also to Ron Price who helped prepare the 

history signs.     

 
The first ever Roasting Pig competition was a great success.  It was 

rumored that entrants woke at 3 am to start their pigsñwhat        
dedication!  In the pork butt & pork shoulder divisions first place went 

to the Pork Butt Pirates.  Second place went to Rod Rose and 3rd to 
Lonnie Higgins.  The Grand Champions overall, voted on by a panel of 

judges, were the Pork Butt Pirates.  Reserve Champion was Rod Rose.  
Each winner received cash prizes.  Thanks to the Blue Valley Pork 

Producers for sponsoring the event and to Hausmanõs Processing 
in Pickrell for thawing and cutting the roasting pigs.  Many thanks also to 

Rich Douglass for organizing the event.  The noon meal had a great 
turnout as well. Thanks so much to the servers: Paul & Carol Meints, 

Chris Jones, Nancy Moormeier, Sheila Guenther, Harlan 

Wallman, Rich Douglass, and Sharon Niemeyer.  

The anvil firing was a great 

event  

Kent Wilson and the trolley  

The Kids Parade  

Norval & Lila Papke  

Sue & the Blue River Czechs  

The Fun Run  

The gunfight  

The tractor show  

The car show & shine  

The rock climb at the park  

Jim Craig interviews a re -enactor  


